
Rate Change Explained

On June 11, 2015, the District approved a 
five-year sewer service charge increase plan 
at a public hearing in conformance with the 
requirements of Proposition 218. The rate 
increase took effect on July 1, 2015. 

Funds from sewer service charges are used 
for all District services, including: main-
tenance, replacement and updating aging 
sewer system facilities to meet new stringent 
regulatory requirements. Making critical 
improvements helps the District avoid costly 
regulatory fines, protects public health, and 
safeguards the environment. 

To cover the cost of critical services and  
upgrades, the District currently charges  
$734 per year per sanitary unit. 

How the District Keeps Costs Down. The 
District maintains a small staff and proactively  
plans for and makes responsible investments 
in infrastructure and improvements. Good 
compliance with regulatory requirements 
has helped the District avoid costly fines that 
have been imposed on many other sanitary 
agencies.

Pursuant to Government Code §53756(d)          April 20, 2016

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

June 9, 2016 Public Hearing on Sewer Service Charge Increase
The District will hold a public hearing on its budget and sewer rates on Thursday, June 9, 
2016, at 5:00 pm at the District’s office, 300 Smith Ranch Road, San Rafael, CA  94903.

In 2015, a plan was approved that detailed sewer service charges through 2019-20. The 
2016-2017 increase will be reviewed by the Board for approval at the public hearing.

Aging Facilities, Changes in 
Wastewater Components, 
and New Regulations Require
Ongoing Investment

There are several key areas where additional 
funding from proposed rate increases will be 
applied, including:

•	 Sewage	Treatment	Plant:	$33	million	 
replacement of obsolete and failing  
biological treatment facilities.

•	 Sewer	Pipeline	Collection	System:	 
Rehabilitate sewer and lower lateral pipe-
lines; increase capacity of sewer mains for 
wet weather/high flow events and address 
other wet weather capacity issues; continued 
funding for the Sewer Lateral Rehab  
Assistance Program.

•	 Pump	Stations/Force	Mains:	Rehabilitate	 
pump stations; improve force mains.

•	 Reclamation	Area:	Improve/increase	 
maintenance of the District’s Reclamation 
Area, including levees and public trails; 
maintenance of Miller Creek for District 
discharge and flood protection of facilities.

continued on back



LGVSD Sewer Rates Remain 
Below County Average
The District’s rates are among the lowest in 
the region, and even with the proposed in-
creases are expected to remain below average.

Annual Sewer Service Charges 
(planned for 2016/17)
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Monthly Bill Comparisons

Sanitary agencies in Marin County receive widely 
varying amounts of property tax revenue, which 
can impact each agency’s sewer service charges. 
In most cases, higher property tax revenue 
supports an agency’s lower sewer service charges. 
This 2015/16 chart shows that while Las Gallinas’ 
property tax revenue is low, it is nonetheless 
able to maintain one of the lower sewer service 
charges (shown at left). 
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Summary of Las Gallinas Valley Sanitary District
Sewer Service Charges for July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017

This is the second year in an approved five-year program of rate changes. The amount 
and method for calculating charges for various classes of customer are outlined below.

Residential Rates Beginning July 1, 2016
Residential Rates: The annual sewer service charge for single family homes or similar residential units 
such as condominiums and mobile homes will be set at an amount of no more than $835 per living 
unit for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2016. Multi-family residential units such as apartments are 
charged 90% of the annual sewer service charge.

Non-Residential Rates Beginning July 1, 2016
Non-Residential Rates: The rates for non-residential customers are proportional to the rise in resi- 
dential rates. Rates are calculated individually for each type of non-residential use as described below.

Domestic strength users: 
Commercial, office buildings, 
retail, churches, halls, public agen-
cies, laundromats, service stations, 
medical offices, hospitals, conva-
lescent/nursing homes, barber/
beauty shops, and car washes

High strength users: 
 Bakeries

 Markets with disposals

 Restaurants/Cafes

 Mortuaries, mixed uses/ 
 other, hotels with restaurants

Industrial and other 
high-strength users

The annual sewer service charge 
rate times the average summer 
and winter water use times a 
strength factor of:

 1.0

 3.2

 2.6

 2.4

 2.0

Contact the District for
assistance

Schools without showers 
or cafeteria facilities 

Schools with showers 
or cafeteria facilities

To calculate water use, the 
District obtains the average 
of winter and summer water 
usage for each non-residential 
customer from the Marin
Municipal Water District.
This data is then converted to a 
sanitary sewer unit by dividing 
by 16 CCF for a bi-monthly 
billing period. Water used 
solely for irrigation and recy-
cled water that is not used for 
purposes that enter the sewer 
system i.e. water not used 
for toilet flushing, laundry, 
commercial car washes, etc. is 
excluded from the calculation.

User Classes        Rate Calculation           Water Use Calculation

0.01 times the annual sewer service charge rate per average daily 
attendance for students, faculty and employees

0.02 times the annual sewer service charge rate per average daily 
attendance for students, faculty and employees



Because of legal noticing requirements, you may receive more than one copy 
of this notice. This notice applies to all properties receiving service from Las 
Gallinas Valley Sanitary District.

300 Smith Ranch Road
San Rafael, CA 94903

Board of Directors
Megan Clark
Rabi Elias
Russell R. Greenfield
Craig K. Murray
Judy Schriebman

District Administration
Mark R. Williams, General Manager

ATTEND THE RATE HEARING: June 9, 2016 at 5:00 pm at the District’s office
300 Smith Ranch Road, San Rafael, CA  94903

WEB: www.lgvsd.org     PHONE: 415/472-1734     EMAIL: info@lgvsd.org

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the District at (415) 472-1734 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. Notification prior to the meeting will 

enable the District to make reasonable accommodation to help ensure accessibility to this meeting.

This notice is being sent pursuant to Government Code § 53756(d). 
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To Protest the Proposed Changes

Protests against the proposed changes in the 
sewer service charges must be submitted in 
writing, must identify the owner(s) of the 
property or properties for which the protest is 
entered, and be signed by the property owner. 
They must be submitted to the District before 
the end of the public hearing to be held on June 
9, 2016 at 5:00 pm. If written protests against 
the proposed changes to the sewer rate meth-
odology are presented by a majority of owners 
of affected parcels, the District will not approve 
the sewer service charge increases.

•	 General	Upgrades	and	Repairs:	Proac-
tively maintain all areas to avoid equip-
ment failure, make emergency repairs, 
and replace vehicles and equipment.

During 2015-16, the District will complete 
installation of its Biogas Energy Recovery 
System that replaced a 20 year old co- 
generator facility. The new equipment was 
partially funded with over $1.3 million 
in State grants. The new facility will use 
biogas to produce heat for the digestive 
process, generate power, and make fuel for 
the District’s large-vehicle fleet.

“Aging Facilities” continued...


